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INTRODUCTION 

Dear Sir, Madam. 

Thank you for downloading this manual. It contains all the information an instructor needs to use the 

Ephorus plug-in for Moodle 2.4. Ephorus can be used to check documents for similarities with other 

documents and prevent plagiarism. 

The Ephorus plug-in adds an activity to the course, which is almost identical to the standard 

Assignments module. The module is different in that it can send a copy of each published document to 

Ephorus. Ephorus will perform a plagiarism check and send a report back to the plug-in. 

Students can use the Ephorus Assignments module in the same way as the standard Assignments; 

they will not see any difference , except the name of the module. 

If you have any suggestions, questions or remarks, please contact integrations@ephorus.com. 
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1. CREATING AN ASSIGNMENT 

To create an assignment, open a course, turn 

editing on and select “Add an activity or 

resource”.  

The Assignment module will have Ephorus 

enabled. 

 

 

Enabling Ephorus 

On the “Adding a new Assignment” page, there will be a part named “Ephorus Plagiarism Prevention” 

available. In this part you can choose whether to use Ephorus. You can also choose which 

processtype you want to use for the submitted documents, these are explained below. 

 

Processtypes 

A processtype determines what happens with the documents that are handed in via Ephorus. There 

are three processtypes: 

Default: Submitted documents will be checked for plagiarism and will be used as reference material in 

the future. 

Reference: Submitted documents will not be checked for plagiarism but will be used as reference 

material. 

Private: Submitted documents will be 

checked for plagiarism  
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2. VIEW SUBMISSIONS 

Every document that is submitted is sent to Ephorus if set. Ephorus will check the documents and 

send back a report for every document. 

To view the documents and reports, open the Assignment and go to the submissions page. Right 

under every uploaded document the status of the document is shown: 

 

 

Ephorus status 

As you can see in the screenshot above, the document is not sent to Ephorus yet. This is done 

automatically – the frequency by which this is done depends on the settings the site administrator has 

selected. 

 

Processing 

When a document is sent to Ephorus the status changes to “Processing”. This means that the file 

arrived at Ephorus and will be checked for plagiarism. 

 

Percentage 

Once the plagiarism scan is completed, Ephorus will return a report, or a status update. In the 

screenshot below, the percentage means that Ephorus found matches for the submitted document. 

Click on the score to view the report. 

 

Duplicate 

When the document has been sent to Ephorus more than once, Ephorus will return a status “Duplicate 

Document”. Click on the text “Duplicate document” to see more information about the original 

document. 

 

Other statuses 

Sometimes Ephorus cannot check a document. This can happen for example when a document does 

not contain enough usable text, the file is protected with a password, or when there is no text at all in 

the file. If this is the case, a description of the problem will be shown instead of a percentage. 
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Document visibility 

For every report, there is eye icon:  

This icon means that the document is “visible”, or in other words, that it will be used as a source for 

future plagiarism scans. 

To make the document “invisible”, just click the eye icon. The icon will change to a closed eye: 

You can make a document visible again by clicking the icon.  

Setting a document to invisible is handy when a student has to hand in a new version – the new 

version of the document will not be compared to the previous version. It is also useful when the 

document has content that should not be accessible to others. 

NOTE: changing visibility will not affect the detection of duplicate documents. Uploading a document 

again after setting the original document to invisible will still return a status duplicate. 

 

Drafting 

In the advanced file upload you can draft files after students submit them. This option is still available, 

and will set drafted documents to invisible in Ephorus. When a student hands in a newer version of the 

same document, it won’t be compared to the old version. 

 

File not send to Ephorus 

Documents that are submitted in an assignment with Ephorus disabled are not checked for plagiarism. 

If you want to have documents checked for plagiarism later on, then you can send them to Ephorus 

with this icon:   
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3. REPORT 

The Ephorus Report comes in two versions: Summary and Detailed. The summary shows which parts 

of the uploaded document have similarities with the sources found by Ephorus. The detailed report 

gives an overview of similarities per source. 

Every report consists of document information, a list of sources, and the report itself. 

The document information section contains information about the document and its author. The source 

list is a list of all the sources Ephorus found. These sources can be websites or student documents 

that were handed in at your educational institute. The report itself shows for which parts of the 

document Ephorus found matches. 

In the next sections, the summary and detailed report will be described in more detail. 

 

Summary 

In the summary report, the student’s document is compared to all the found sources at once. This 

report can be used to quickly determine how much possible plagiarism there is in the document. 

In the report, the text of the document is shown. All the text for which matches have been found by 

Ephorus is marked in orange: 
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Detailed 

In the detailed report, the student’s document is compared to the sources one-by-one. This allows for 

a more detailed analysis of the matches. You can select individual sources and compare them to the 

student’s work. 
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Duplicate document 

When a document is an exact duplicate of a document that was handed in before, then it is not 

checked for plagiarism again. In the report, you can find information about the original document, and 

links to both the file and the original report. 

 


